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Concerted While each of the outports fought its own battle inde-
*again$t pendently, on occasion a united front was formed when a
common grievance provided the basis for combined action
against their metropolitan adversary. The geographical
factor and a sense of isolation brought together the merchants
north of the Trent, and they frequently acted in concert in
spite of the efforts of the London Company to play off one
town against another x. In the fifteenth century it was the
practice to choose one of the governors of the fellowship to
represent London, and the other to represent the North of
England ; and it marked the first step towards the ultimate
domination of the metropolitan merchants in the Company
when the election of a representative of the northern mer-
chants was allowed to lapse, and the representative of London
gathered all the reins of government into his own hands.
The remonstrance of the provincial members passed un-
heeded 2, and the victory of the metropolis was crowned by
the Elizabethan charter of 1564 which authorized the appoint-
ment of a single governor3. In the seventeenth century
the northern towns were drawn together by the determina-
tion to resist liability for the debt contracted by the Company,
and an invitation was issued by York to Newcastle, Hull
and Leeds to send representatives to hold a joint meeting
and prepare ' for our just defence '4. On at least two occa-
sions the outports situated in the East and West of England
sought to enlist the support of the North in a national
movement directed against London. At the beginning of
the sixteenth century the merchants of Norwich made a
proposal for joint action in a letter in which they unfolded
the grievances under which they smarted5. They expressed
the conviction that ' the merchants of the city of London'
were endeavouring to drive away from the mart towns ' all
merchants of England' by harassing regulations: "to the
intent to weary us that we should come no more to the marts."
1 Supra, p. 258.	» York Merchant Adventurers, 75-76 (1478), 119.
* Supra, p. 215.
4 Newcastle Merchant Adventurers, ii. 116, 125 (1664).
8 They complained that the Company twice deferred the market for
the sale of cloth in the mart town because the goods of London merchants
had not all arrived, and so put the merchants already present ' to great
loss and hindrance ': York Merchant Adventurers, 121-122 (1509).

